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Answer the following questions as you read to help you keep up with the important plot points.

Part 1 – Grendel (pg. 42-45)
1. What made the monster “growling in pain” and “impatient”?

2. Grendel is supposedly descended from what Biblical person?

3. How many men did Grendel slaughter on the first night?

4. What was Hrothgar’s response to the men's deaths?
5. For how many years did Herot Hall remain empty?  Why?

6. What did some of the “heathens” in Hrothgar’s court try to do to appease Grendel?

Part 2 – Beowulf Arrives (pg. 46-49)
7. Why did Beowulf go to find king Hrothgar?

8. What does the sentry (Wulfgar) ask Beowulf and his men to leave at the door?  Why?

9. What are some of the acts that Beowulf boasts about when he addresses Hrothgar?

10. What does Beowulf plan to use to fight Grendel?  Why?

11. Hrothgar tells the story of Edgetho.  Who is Edgetho?

12. What did Hrothgar do to help Edgetho?

13. Why is this important to the story?

14. How do the Danes celebrate Beowulf’s arrival?

Part Three – Unferth’s Challenge (handout)

15. Why is Unferth irritated with Beowulf?

16. How long did Beowulf & Brecca spend swimming across the sea?

17. Beowulf responds that:  “__________ swims in the sea as I can, _________ is a match for mine.”

18. Why did he bring a sword with him into the sea?

19. What saved him when a “monster” seized him?

20. By saying “afterwards, sailors could cross that sea-road and feel no fear,” what is Beowulf claiming to have done?

21. Beowulf turns it around on Unferth and basically calls him a _______.
22. Hrothgar believed in Beowulf’s ___________ _____________ & _____________ ____ _____________.

23. What is the name of Hrothgar’s queen?

24. Beowulf says:  “Let me live in _____________ & ____________, or here in this hall welcome my ___________.

25. What does Hrothgar promise Beowulf, should he defeat Grendel?

In the space below, make some predictions about what you think will happen when Grendel comes to Herot again and meets Beowulf and his men.

Beowulf Reading Guide (ctd.)
The Battle with Grendel

1. List 3 of the adjectives used to describe Grendel’s movement.

2. What does Grendel do when he sees Beowulf’s men lying in the hall (Herot)?

3. What is foreshadowed by lines 417-418:  “gnaw the broken bones of is last human supper”?

4. What does Beowulf grab as his first attack on Grendel?

5. What emotion does Grendel feel as he and Beowulf begin to fight?

6. What was the only thing said to be able to destroy the hall (Herot)?

7. Who is being called “the mighty protector of men” in the first line of this stanza (ln.472)?

8. Why could the weapons of Beowulf’s men do no harm to Grendel?

9. What is Grendel’s condition when he escapes from Herot?

10. How do the Danes respond when Grendel flees?

11. What “proof” of Beowulf’s victory was hung in the main hall?
Grendel’s Mother

12. What does Grendel’s mother take from Herot when she attacks?

13. Summarize where Grendel and his mother live.

14. What is the name of Beowulf’s sword?

15. What does Grendel’s mother do to Beowulf when she gets ahold of him?
16. Who comes to watch the fight between Beowulf and Grendel’s mother?

17. What happens to Beowulf’s helmet?

18. What was the only thing that Beowulf “longed for”?

19. What weapon does Grendel’s mother use against Beowulf?

20. Describe the sword Beowulf takes off the wall.
21. After Grendel’s mother is dead, what does Beowulf find in the corner?

22. What does he do to “finish the job”?

Battle with the Dragon

23. How much time has passed between sections 2 & 3?

24. Beowulf says that what “overseer of men” will determine who wins this battle?

25. What does Beowulf tell his men to do?
26. Describe the dragon’s lair.

27. Which of Beowulf’s weapons “fail him” in this exchange?

28. What do Beowulf’s men do when they see him attacked by the dragon?

29. What was the name of the one man who stayed to help Beowulf?
30. What did Beowulf give to his chosen fighters?

31. According to Wiglaf, what do the soldiers’ owe Beowulf for his gifts?

32. What is the fate of the dragon?

33. What happened to Beowulf?

34. What does Beowulf instruct Wiglaf to do with his body?

35. What does Beowulf give to Wiglaf?

36. What else gets added to Beowulf’s funeral pyre?
37. How many warriors mourn Beowulf?

38. What are some of the great things they describe about him?



